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The President’s Piece
by Jim Tippie

We have completed two great 2016 

events and have three more to go. Hope 

to see everyone at Belton Spooktacular, Longears Festival and 

Year End Meeting and Awards.  The cumulative year-to-date 

points for FWSSR and TSO have been posted on our website.

REMEMBER IT IS AN ELECTION YEAR FOR OUR SDMS 

OFFICERS. PLEASE CONSIDER RUNNING FOR AN OFFICE TO HELP

COORDINATE PLANS AND EVENTS FOR 2017-2019. BEING PART OF

THE BOARD IS A GREAT WAY TO GET TO KNOW EVERYONE BETTER.  

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE OFFICER POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON OUR

WEBSITE. 

I want to thank everyone for making FWSSR and TSO fun, 

successful events. Start making plans to attend the upcoming 

events.  SDMS is for you!
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2016 Spooktacular
Donkey and Mule Show

(miniature and large animals)

Bell County Expo Center
Belton, TX

Oct 29-30, 2016

• Great facility and the cleanest stall area 

you will ever find!

• You can drive your truck and trailer inside 

the building to unload.

• The arena is inside with the stalls a few 

feet away.

• Concession stand available the entire 

show.

• One of the best shows of the year!

Hotels:

• LaQuinta Inn, 229 W Loop 121, Belton, 

TX  254-939-2772 (next to expo center)

• Holiday Inn Express – Saledo, 1991 N. 

Stagecoach Road, Saledo, TX 254-947-

4004 (approx. 5 miles)

• Holiday Inn – Temple, 5247 S. General 

Bruce Drive (I-35) Temple, TX  254-786-

9480 (approx. 6 miles)

2016-17 SDMS Events

 October 29-30 2016, Spooktacular
Belton Show
Bell Expo Center, Belton, TX

 November 11-13 2016, 
Longears Festival, Killeen Texas
Parrie Haynes Equestrian Center

 December 2016, (more details soon)
Year End Meeting and Awards

 January 21-22, 2017
Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo



Carriage Association of America’s 
Driver Proficiency Program, by Sally 

Armstrong

I would like to invite you, and encourage you, to take part in 

the Carriage Association of America’s (CAA) Driver Proficiency 

Program.  It’s an excellent way to improve your knowledge of 

driving, safety, and equine care.  For the first level of the 

program you do not have to be a CAA member…but we’d love 

to have you join us.

The Driver Proficiency Program is based upon an increasing 

set of skills regarding safety and commonsense horsemanship 

skills as relates to driving.  It covers choosing, fitting and 

maintaining the correct harness and vehicle; balancing a cart; 

grooming and care of the equine; and safe driving practices.  A 

study syllabus is available for each of the three levels.  The 

program has been adapted from the well-recognized British 

Carriage Society’s evaluation program.

Level 1 and the Road Driving evaluation is a basic safety 

primer and anyone who aspires to drive safely on the road or in 

the show ring should possess this knowledge.  To date almost 

500 people have successfully completed Level 1 in the U.S. and 

Canada.  

Level 2 gets deeper into the types of appropriate harness for 

different vehicles, a better understanding of equine health, 

driven dressage skills and cones tests, harnessing and driving 

an animal unknown to you and submitting a resume of your 

experience in various driving disciplines.

Level 3 requires that you possess the knowledge to start an 

equine in harness, the ability to organize and manage a barn, a 

thorough knowledge of common diseases and how to treat 

them and have the skill to drive a pair, a tandem or four-in-hand 

to a high degree.

Upon successful completion of each level you receive a 

certificate of accomplishment and a pin from the CAA.  Level 1 

would be an excellent program for all of us in SDMS who drive!  

If you would like to take advantage of this program and further 

your knowledge of basic driving skills and safety you will need 

to do the following:

1. Order the Level 1 & Road Driving syllabus from the CAA.  

Cost of the syllabus is $18. www.caaonline.com  or call 

CAA office at 859-231-0971

2. Study the syllabus.  If you drive, you will already know 

much of the material.  Other information that you’ll need to 

know is readily available from books or internet sources.  

Practice.

3. When you are ready, submit your $75 fee and application 

for evaluation to the CAA and schedule your                 

evaluation.  The evaluation takes about 90 minutes, 

including the driving portion.

I am in contact with Jerry Trapani, Chair of the CAA Driver 

Proficiency committee, who is also an evaluator.  We are trying 

to coordinate schedules so he can come to Texas for a 

weekend to conduct evaluations.  Now would be a good time to 

order your Level 1 syllabus and start getting ready!

I completed Level 1 and Road Driving a couple of years ago.  

I took my evaluation at The National Drive at Horse Park in 

Lexington, Kentucky.  I am now getting ready to start Level 2 

which consists of several units that are evaluated separately.  

Speaking from experience, I found a much higher level of 

confidence about driving after completing Level 1 and strongly 

recommend it to all who drive.  

If you have any questions about the program please don’t 

hesitate to contact me.  I’ll be happy to visit with you about it 

and what the evaluation is like.  The hardest part for me was 

when the evaluator had me completely take the headstall apart 

and put it back together.  I later learned that usually isn’t asked 

– but I know how to do it now!

If a group of you would like to get together and do this, I 

would be happy to give you a presentation, go through the 

syllabus and help you prepare for the evaluation.  It is 

something well worthwhile that you can do for yourself and your 

driving equine.             
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Texas Shoot-Out, June 10-12, 2016

I am happy to report that the Texas Shoot-Out was a great 

success.  We had approximately 70 donkeys & mules, large 

and miniature.  Brazos County Expo Center is a top-notch 

facility with plenty of space and great accommodations. 

The majority of competitors arrived on Thursday to be greeted 

by Lee Fuermann for stall assignments and health papers 

check.  Next it was off to the Show Office to pick-up show 

paperwork and a great bag of goodies.  Not only did Wexford 

Labs give each farm a free bottle of Wexcide disinfectant, but 

there was also a copy of Western Mule magazine and lots of 

goodies provided by Mountain Spring Feed Store.

Jessica Meuth’s husband printed our show T-shirts and I think 

most purchased one of these beautiful Texas Shoot-Out T-

shirts.  I don’t know about you but I love show t-shirts and when 

I wear them around town it gives me an opportunity to tell 

people about donkeys!

Arrival day is always a special time to see old friends, catch-

up on the latest donkey happenings, and see new show 

donkeys and seasoned show donkeys.  The aisles are busy as 

stalls are set-up and last minute grooming happens.

Friday morning driving classes began.  The arena was large 

enough to be comfortably split in half to allow obstacle driving at 

one end and pleasure driving at the opposite end.  The cones 

course was set-up in an adjacent arena.  The place was 

buzzing with excitement as the competition began and 

continued throughout the day. 

At Texas Shoot-Out we offer multi-hitch classes on Friday 

afternoon.  In the past we had quite a few entries, but this year 

we did not have many competitors in these classes.  The few 

we had really enjoyed it and it was fun to watch.

On Friday evening we had 2 special events, Dianne Smith 

held a SDMS fundraiser and set-up a practice trail course for 

large and mini donkeys.  We were able to take our donkeys 

through obstacles and acclimate them to the arena.  What a 

great idea.  How many of you have taken your donkey or  mule 

into the arena to find them acting like they have never seen a 

painted landscaping timber?  Big sigh…what can I say, we have 

all been there.  Now you can imagine why this practice session 

was invaluable.

One of our judges, Sandi Holt, held a Showmanship Clinic on 

Friday evening.  We all learned valuable tips for gaining extra 

points in  Showmanship as well as a reinforcement of what we 

already knew.

Saturday halter, showmanship, and trail classes were held.  

The same as Friday we were able to split the arena to have trail 

courses in half the arena and halter & showmanship in the other 

half of the arena.  One great thing in donkey/mule world is the 

comradery we feel.  Everyone does their best and the other 

competitors are there to cheer you on and encourage you in 

every way.  It is so refreshing to have the encouragement of 

other competitors.

SDMS is needing to buy a trailer to store our obstacles and 

other equipment so we held a Silent Auction fundraiser for this 

purpose.  Jessica Meuth’s mother set-up and managed this 

effort.  It was held in a meeting room next to the arena.  

Competitors and even spectators flowed in and out of this room 

bidding and monitoring their bids.  I’m sure part of the appeal 

was the wonderfully air-conditioned room .  Seriously though, 

SDMS was able to raise money and everyone was happy to get 

great bargains on their favorite items. 

Again this year we had a delicious chicken fried steak dinner 

provided by Lazy B Catering.  I can’t tell you how delicious this 

dinner tastes after a hard 2-days of competition.  The dinner 

was topped off with a delicious peach cobbler.  

After dinner, some “larger” items that were auctioned:  2 

buckle display boxes donated by Sandi Costa, a quilted donkey 

wall  hanging donated by Laura Harless, a hand-drawn sketch 

of a donkey by Cindy Cason, a hand-made, cedar saddle rack 

donated by Robert Polley, and several hand-painted boot flower 

arrangements donated by our judge Sandi Holt.  One of the 

best things was watching Dianne Smith use her “auction voice” 

to raise the bids and Ricky Scott working the crowd!  Equally 

entertaining was watching everyone bid against each other!  

You just had to be there in person to experience this fun. 

Following the auction we had the High Point and Reserve 

High Point Awards for miniature donkeys & mules and also 

some of the awards for the large donkeys and mules were 

presented.  (See pictures on the next pages.)  For a complete 

list of show results please go to our website: 

www.swdonkeyandmulesociety.com.

On Sunday, as most of the miniature competitors began 

packing to head home the large donkey and mule competitors 

finished their weekend with English, Western Pleasure and 

Donkeymanship/Mulemanship classes.  Then finally the 

remaining awards for the large donkeys and mules were 

presented. 

I encourage you to make plans to attend next year as this is 

an amazing show and a great way to have fun with your 

donkeys and mules!

A Very Special Thank-You
There are many, many details that go into a great donkey 

show.  The entire SDMS Board worked hard to make the Texas 

Shoot-Out a top notch show for you.  However, there was one 

person who led the effort and did so much for this show and 

that is Shirley Knott.  We would like to recognize Shirley and 

thank her for her dedication to us and our donkeys and mules.  

THANK YOU SHIRLEY!

Texas Shoot-Out Photos by Lori 
Howard Photography
We would like to remind everyone that there are great TEXAS 

SHOOT OUT PHOTOS available! Lori Howard has posted her 

amazing photos from the TSO Show. The link directly to that 

gallery is: www.lorihowardphotography.com/f80863623
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Mary Stewart and Sydney Stewart – Ribbons & Gate Keepers

Lee Fuermann and Sally Armstrong – Cart Measurements

Al Bulgawicz – Cones Judge

Thank you Shawn Cossart for letting us use your electronic timer!



Texas Shoot-Out Sponsors
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Texas Shoot-Out Program Advertisers
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Did you enjoy having a program to keep track of all the classes and competitors.  Did you enjoy having all the details of the entire show right 

in your hands due to the Show Program?  Well that was possible because of all the farms and businesses that chose to advertise in our Show 

Program.  
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Texas Shoot-Out Photos
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Texas Shoot-Out Photos (continued)
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Texas Shoot-Out Photos Saturday Awards
(Not all are pictured below. See website for a complete list.)
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Feeding Donkeys (page 1)
Reprinted with permission from American Mule Association
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Feeding Donkeys (page 2)
Reprinted with permission from American Mule Association
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Feeding Donkeys (page 3)
Reprinted with permission from American Mule Association



Spooktacular, October 29-30, 2016

Bell County Expo Center, Belton, TX
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One thing that has me puzzled is why the Spooktacular Show 

in Belton, TX does not have more participation.  I have to tell 

you that the Bell County Expo Center is a first rate facility.  The 

stalls are very clean as is the entire facility.  The arena is large 

and is located very close to the stall area.  A concession stand 

is open the entire show.  The LaQuinta Hotel is walking distance 

across a large parking lot.  The Oxbow Restaurant is right next 

to the LaQuinta Hotel.  Everything is so convenient.  (Please 

see the maps and facility layout below.)

Last year I thought we might have to build an ark because it 

rained and rained and rained.  For those of us who were able to 

attend we were thankful to be able to drive our trucks and 

trailers right inside the building to unload.  It was wonderful!

When I have asked people why they attend this end-of-the-

year show they always say the first reason is the great facility.  

The second reason is that SDMS puts on a great show.  The 

third reason is that it is VERY affordable.  

Last year we had an amazing time.  One thing that sticks in 

my mind was the final In-Hand Trail obstacle was to stop and 

get a small bag of Halloween candy!  Chocolate never tasted so 

good after competing for half a day.  We also set-up a great 

photo area for all competitors to get photos with their donkeys.  

There were plenty of donkeys and competitors to have a great 

show!

If you want to end the year in style at a relaxed, laid-back 

competition with friends then the Spooktacular is for you!  

SDMS hopes to see you there!  We will have the Showbill up on 

the website by August.
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See the stall 

area in the upper 

left corner of this 

photo.  Kathryn 

is standing at the 

left front corner 

of the arena.  

The stalls are 

very close to the 

arena.

Look past the cute kissing donkeys to 

see the large arena behind them.  

There is a great and relaxing staging 

area while waiting for your classes.

Finally, look past this picture 

of Kathryn with her High Point 

Award to the arena behind her 

and notice the bleachers 

which line both sides of the 

arena.

This drawing is not to scale, but you can get an idea of  how the building is set-up



Just The Facts…

Officers, Board Members, and Committee Chairs

President Jim Tippie 903-209-5537 jtwr1835@yahoo.com
Vice President TBD
Secretary Laura Harless 940-597-8862 harlessgals@hotmail.com
Treasurer Shirley Knott 903-821-1440 shirleyknott13@yahoo.com
Show Coordinator Jan Stallone 979-220-7083 donkeymomtx@gmail.com
Show Chair Shirley Knott (int.) 903-821-1440 shirleyknott13@yahoo.com
Points Keeper Jackie Bien 512-415-0415 jbien@austin.rr.com
Parliamentarian Rhonda Tippie redbird210@yahoo.com

Board of Directors
Debbie Kelly 817-894-4550 dkkelly82@gmail.com
Emily Lambeth 512-970-0047 elambeth@austin.rr.com
Greg Schlosser 512-461-7060 donkeygreg1941@gmail.com
Jessica Meuth 512-332-6312 jessicas_ginger@yahoo.com
Dianne Smith monogrammules1@yahoo.com
Mary Stewart berthelot3@icloud.com

Committee Chairs
Hearing Committee Linda Cornell
Scholarship Committee Sally Armstrong 830-868-4645 donkeyoaties@gmail.com
Election Committee Jim Tippie 903-209-5537 jtwr1835@yahoo.com
Audit Committee Jim Tippie 903-209-5537 jtwr1835@yahoo.com
Policy and Bylaws Comm. Rhonda Tippie redbird210@yahoo.com
Youth Committee TBD
Show Committee Shirley Knott 903-821-1440 shirleyknott13@yahoo.com
Rules Committee Greg Schlosser 512-461-7060 donkeygreg1941@gmail.com

Southwestern Donkey and Mule Society (SDMS) was 
formed in 1973 for the purpose of promoting family activities and 
furthering the development of donkeys and mules in the 
southwestern United States. We are a not-for-profit organization 
that strives to act in the best interests of all donkey and mule 
lovers. SDMS is operated on a volunteer basis by its dedicated 
members.

The business affairs of SDMS are managed by elected Board of 
Directors. Regular board meetings are held several times each 
year and everyone is invited to attend. A general membership 
meeting is also scheduled in December to coincide with the 
Annual SDMS Awards Banquet. 

Contact us at: southwesterndonkeymulesociety@gmail.com

www.swdonkeyandmulesociety.com
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Laura Harless, Newsletter Editor
Southwestern Donkey and Mule Society
8900 Travis Road
Sanger, TX  76266


